
City Food Innovators and Investors Share Ideas at  Boston City Hall 

“Financing Innovative Food Ventures”  

Twenty four  Boston food entrepreneurs, city and state officials 

and investors shared ideas at Boston City Hall November 20th, 2012.  

Mayor Tom Menino invited Wholesome Wave’s Gus Schumacher to co-

Chair this unique effort to introduce investors and funders to 

innovative city food firms. Wholesome Wave 

(www.wholesomewave.org) has been an early funder of Mayor 

Menino’s innovative food initiatives.  

 

Boston Food Entrepreneurs and Investors-Boston City Hall November 
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The Mayor and his food policy staff (Edith Murnane and Howard 

Leibowitz) organized this first ever city food entrepreneur and 

investors/funders session  to : 

1) assess progress on pending investments,  

2) review actual and potential job creation, 

3) ensure access and affordability for healthy local nutritious food 

to all Bostonians, and  

4) foster job creating exports from Boston-based food manufacturers.   



Commissioner Greg Watson of the Massachusetts Department of 

Agricultural Resources and his colleague Bonita Oelhke outlined state 

funding programs such as specialty crop funding as well as Senior and 

WIC farmers market nutrition program vouchers. Bonita updated 

Mayor Menino’s attendees on assistance on export promotion for 

sixteen Boston based firms now exporting worldwide, firms such as the 

Apollo Food Group exporting Yasso Frozen Greek Yoghurt, Gingers 

Goodies, Polkadot Bakery, Yankee Specialty Foods, Effie’s Homemade 

and the Channel Fish Company.   

Jared Auerbach of Boston’s Red’s Best LLC (www.redsbest.org) 

described his  expanding  “ WildFish Hub LLC”, on his sourcing fresh 

fish, shellfish and lobsters from some 200 local fishermen and  his links 

with Mayor Menino’s efforts to provide fresh traceable, safe fish in 

Boston neighborhood farmers markets, markets where fresh, local day 

boat fish is affordable to all through Boston Bounty Bucks supported by 

Wholesome Wave. Auerbach said he is keen to develop export markets.  

Jared started his “fish hub” in 2010 and employs 20 full time staff 

located in Boston’s seaport district.  

 



Gus Schumacher (Wholesome Wave) with Jared Auerbach(CEO-

Red’s Best Wildfish LLC)-Boston City Hall, November 20
th

, 2012  

Coincidentally, USDA’s Foreign Agricultural Service’s Rachel 

Bickford, Agricultural Counselor in Chile, had just opened up that 

market for lobsters and importers were seeking contacts with 

exporters. Red’s Best, following the City Hall meeting, quickly 

responded and is exploring initial shipments, possibly the first ever 

lobster shipments to this promising South American market.  

Entrepreneur Trish Karter of Boston’s  Dancing Deer Baking 

Company (who also is exporting)  said she was starting a new firm, 

LightEffect Farms LLC,  to meet the exploding Metro Boston packaged 

leafy greens $100 million market, most of which is shipped nearly 3,000 

miles. Courtney Hennessy of Higher Ground Farm, said her firm is 

nearly ready with their first roof top farm, with focus on local retail and 

winter and summer farmers markets.  

Jen Faigel of Pearl Meat Development and Edith Murnane, Mayor 

Menino’s Food Policy Adviser, briefed the funders and officials on the 

status of the critical need for commissary and incubator approved and 

inspected kitchens serving the exploding demand for prepared foods in 

some 40 Food Trucks. Edith Murnane highlighted the job creation 

aspect of food trucks and linked commissary space, with one food truck 

firm alone creating 200 new jobs in the City while sourcing much of 

their food and produce locally.  

Dan Wallace of Coastal Enterprises Institute (www.ceimaine.org)  

in Maine and Daniel Ross of Wholesome Wave updated entrepreneurs 

on  their joint initiative to invest in new food hubs, with investment 

funding and business assistance funding from a $3 million US Treasury 



Healthy Food Investment Initiative. Wallace said two potential 

investments through this Fund were in process in Boston.  

Dan Pullman (Sprout Lenders LLC)   outlined the Vermont VSJF 

Flexible Capital Fund L3C (“Flex Fund” )  www.vsjf.org)  investment to 

support 30 farmers in the Green Mountain state with direct  bi-weekly 

access to some 375 Metro Boston customers. Julie Smith updated 

funders with her innovative work for roof top greenhouses and Mary 

Jones informed funders of her innovative initiative for advanced 

greenhouses in Boston to supply a portion of the leafy green bagged 

market, now worth some $100 million in market sales in Metro Boston. 

Thai Ha-Ngoc of the Kendall Foundation (www.kendall.org) 

summarized their rapidly expanding investments in the Boston, Rhode 

Island and CT Valley (Greenfield, MA to New Haven, CT ) growing 

corridor, an valley of extensive agriculture with superb soils and 

experienced farmers seeking new markets.  


